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. come of age. With two Grandmas-
ters, in Anand and Dibyendu Ba-
rua, snd a whole crop of Masters
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The chess prodigy
Indians do
not know _

By CHAMPAK CHATTER]1

Born in 1905 in the village of
Mittha Tawana, in the Sargodha
district of Punjab, now in Pakis-
tan, Khan was the testh child of
his parents. He leant chess as

plaved in the Indian sryle from his
father a1 the age of nine, and by
tweaty-one Khan was the best
cheas player in Puniab. His lame
spread such that he was soon

Brushing aside challenges from
the likes of Max Euwe
and Tartakower, Khan became the
British chess champion thrice —

© in1929,1932and 1933!

into the household of Sir
Ussar Hayyst Khan, a patroo of
the soyel game who was later 1o
become ADC to King George V. It
was with the Khans that he learn-
ed the clements of international
cheas for the first time. In & space
of two years, Khan was 10 become
the Indian chess champion — il
was the begianing of a legend.
Along with his benefactor, Sir

Umar, Sultan Khan travelled to.

England, to be exposed 1o the best
chess players of the world. Brush-
ing aside challenges from the likes
of Max Euwe, Alekhine, Tartako-
wer aod Capablanca, Khaa be-
came the British chess champion
thrce — in 1929, 1932 and 1933,
a record oever oqualled by any
Iadian before or since. His wictor.
s now seem all the more incre-
dible, given that be was unfami-
liar with the English language and
hence could not read up books on

But pitchforked from the sleepy
world of rural India to the glitter-

Way back in the ‘30s, an
unlettered villager from the
undivided Punjab went to Britain |
and humbled the likes of
Capablanca and Alekhine
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1930 and 1931, respectively, |
doing in chess what Ranjitsinhil, |
Duleep Singh and Nawab [ftikhar |
Al Khan of Pataudl did in |
arickel.

Sultan Khan's departure from
chess was as abrupt as his entry.
In 1933, along with the entourage
of Sir Umar Hayyat Khan, he re-
umed to India and went back to
his village He surfaced briefly in
1935, trouncing Khadilkar, the
reigning Indian chess champion,
beating him in nine out of ten
games and drawing the remaining
one. The last that one heard of
Khan was him sitting on a char.
poy in his village and smoking
away oo a hookah He died of
tuberculosis on the April 25,
1966, in his native village from
where he sprang.

Mir Sultan Khan may have re-

mained unsung, but his spirit

lives on ia Lodia’s current crop of |
chess wunderkinds.
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